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Proud To Be Bringing Community Solar To

Vulnerable Lake County Families
Free ComEd Savings Backed by Local Solar Farms

How Community Solar Works
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Reserve your place in the Receive electricity as usual Receive a discount monthly
community solar program. from ComEd, without directly on your ComEd
installing any solar panels. bill.

We're Looking For Help Spreadlng the Word

. powermarket.io/c/plato2025
(©) (505) 600-7658

@ sunvest@powermarket.io

Contact Our Team To
Learn Morel!
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SAction OUR HISTORY

Helping People. Changing Lives.

COMMUNITY ACTION PARTNERSHIP OF LAKE COUNTY

Community Action Partnership of Lake County is one of 1,000 agencies across the United
States established under the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 to fight America’s War on
Poverty. Community Action Partnership of Lake County has addressed community needs

through traditional safety-net services, innovative programing and strategic partnerships.

During our first fifty-seven years, traditional services included Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP), Head Start Early Childhood Development Program, Youth
and Family Emergency Assistance with a food pantry, Kids Club summer camp, Adventure
Kids Childcare, Home Weatherization, Retired and Senior Volunteer Program and Affordable

Housing programs for low-income residents and Veterans.

During the nineties, Community Action Partnership of Lake County purchased 116 single
and multi-family housing units to rent as affordable housing. Many single-family homes
bought by the agency were eventually sold to low-income individuals and families as they

became self-sufficient and, more importantly, were ready to build assets for the future.

In 2005, Community Action Partnership of Lake County established and operated its first
social enterprise, CAP Catering Services. CAP Catering Banquets & Dining on Genesee

opened a second location in downtown Waukegan.

Community Action Partnership of Lake County social enterprises grew to three businesses

that generated revenue to help fulfill our mission.

In 2013, Community Action Partnership of Lake County established Community Action
Foundation of Northern Illinois to fundraise and secure private grant funding to ensure
financial growth for the agency. Later that year, the Agency opened Changing Lives Upscale
Resale Shop in Zion and as an-online business with Pop-Up live sales events throughout the

County.
In August 2022, the Agency converted a Head Start center in North Chicago, IL into a

community resource center. The new Sherman Avenue Community Resource Center houses

our Culinary Arts Workforce programs and CAP Special Events & Catering social enterprise.

As new challenges arise in our communities, Community Action Partnership of Lake County
responds. The Agency is downsizing its townhouses footprint at Hervey Village, North
Chicago, IL. We have also replaced Retired and Senior Volunteer Program with a more robust

volunteer program.
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MESSAGE FROM MARY LOCKHART WHITE

This year marks the 61st anniversary of President Lyndon Johnson’s State of the Union address
where he declared “unconditional war on poverty in America. This declaration was bold.

Never before has a president declared war on a social ill. He intended not only to relieve the

symptom of poverty but to cure and prevent it. Many social programs came from the War on ,
Poverty- Head Start, Job Corps, VISTA and Community Action. Community Action Agencies address the

root causes of poverty and equip low-income citizens with tools and opportunities to become self-sufficient.

In his state of the union speech, Johnson said, “Very often a lack of jobs and money is not the cause of poverty,
but the symptom. The cause may lie deeper in our failure to give our fellow citizens a fair chance to develop
their own capacities, in a lack of education and training, in a lack of medical care and housing, in a lack of

decent communities in which to live and bring up their children.”

The War has not been won, and the battles are getting tougher every day. Community Action Agencies have
been on the front lines of the war on poverty, helping people and changing lives. Without these present

efforts, more people would certainly be in poverty.

In Illinois, one in six people live at or below the poverty line. Too many of our citizens are living dangerously

close to poverty. This could be your neighbor, your grandparent or your child’s classmate.

Many Americans are paycheck or major illness away from poverty. The disparity between the wealthiest and
the poorest Americans is greater than it was in the 1960’s and without intervention the gap will only get

bigger.

So what do we do 61 years later? How do we address the paradox of poverty in the midst of plenty? First, we

start talking about Poverty. We acknowledge its existence so that we can address it effectively.
Second, it is time for bold action from policy makers, such as Johnson’s action 61 years ago.

It is not acceptable to retreat from the frontlines of this effort, nor is it acceptable to balance our budgets on
the backs of poor people. We need a brazened surge to relaunch the war on poverty. We need legislative
initiatives that will raise the minimum wage to a livable wage, make the income tax truly progressive, make
the full employment act more than an illusory promise, and provide universal single-payer health care and free

quality education through advanced degrees among other things.

Only then can we truly provide the poor and the working poor with the tools they need to climb into the
middle class. We should, however, heed Johnson’s warning that, “It will not be a short or easy struggle, no
single weapon or strategy will suffice, but we shall not rest until that war is won. The richest nation on Earth

can afford to win it. We can’t afford to lose it.”

Community Action Partnership of Lake County remains here to tell the story for those that can’t speak for

themselves; we are here to fulfill the promise of Community Action.

Community Action changes people’s lives, embodies the spirit of hope, improves communities and makes
America a better place to live. We care about the entire community, and we are dedicated to helping people

help themselves and each other.

Helping People, Changing Lives, Help the needy end poverty! COMMUNITY ACTION!
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Helping People. Changing Lives. S T AT E M E N T

Community Action Partnership of Lake County is proud to have made a tangible
difference in the lives of thousands. In the past year alone, our food paniry and pop-up
iniiatives provided essential goods to 8,801 househdds, while 11,180 hot meals were
delivered directly to those in need. We brightened the hdiday season by distributing <775
300 food baskets and extended our support beyond meals—helping 163 =
househdds with water bill payments, assisting 344 individuals with rent, and
providing home heating bill payment assistance to 10,642 househdds.
Additionally, our commitment to education was affirmed by awarding 4 post-
secondary scholarships. These efforts underscore our relentess dedication to
building a healthier, more resilient community where every individual has the
opportunity to thrive.

SECURITY

How You Can Help Today.
Community Action Partnership of Lake County is dedicated to estatlishing

new partnerships while strengthening existing ones. The demand for our
services is greater than ever. With the loss of income, many are experiencing
food insecurity for the first time, particularly those who are homeless,
separated from family and community, or facing potential domestic abuse
situations. We must provide help and resources... and you can be
part of the solution! Here are three ways to assist:

ONATE - commit to making a monthly donation of $20.
VOLUNTEER - pledge to volunteer monthly at one of our food distribution
access points.

SHARE—Share this newsletter and information about the work of the
Community Action Partnership of Lake County with three people.
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We are looking for passionate individuals to
join our team.

Express Employment Profjessionals
ofj Waukegan, IL is a leading staffing
provider helping job seekers [jind
work with a wide variety o} local
businesses.

,‘
PLOYMENT PROFESSIONALS

Respecting People. Impactlng Busmess

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT
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CoMMUNITY ACTION PARTNERSHIP OF LAKE COUNTY

WAUKEGAN TOWNSHIP

IS PROUD TO SUPPORT
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Marc L. Jones, Waukegan Township Supervisor

Percy L. Johnson, Jeff McBride, Sylvestre Castellanos, Dulce Ortiz, Trustees
Rose Staben, Clerk | Mark Stricklin, Assessor




1995-2025
Celebrating
30 Years Q

Service, we strive to meet each client’s specific needs in plan-

achieving their goals in an ever changing financial and regulato-
AS is equipped with all the current essential tax tools you need to

n or contactless tax return (s).

y entire team and what they have accomplished over the years in
lients and IRS. To our value customers, THANK YOU we don't
usiness. We appreciate your trust in us.

Sheila January -Fort

Certified Public Accountant (CPA)
CEO/OWNER

Fatima Resendiz Kirsten Fort

i Tax Accounting Professional Tax Accounting Professional

es a wide range of services for individuals and businesses in a variety
TAX PREPARATION
BOOKKEEPING
PAYROLL SERVICES
NEW BUSINESS START UP AND PREPARATIONS
GENERAL ACCOUNTING SERVICES and more.

t St Waukegan, IL 60085

(847) 263-0074 (option 0)
(847) 263-0579

MONDAY—FRIDAY—8,
SATURDAY—SUNDAY—APPC

https://www.jascpa.net
FACEBOOK: JANUARY ACCOUNTING SERICE

rompt, Professional Service Throughout the US f¢
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MAY IS COMMUNITY ACTION MONTH

PAVPAS

Every May, Community Action Agencies across the nation come together to celebrate
Community Action Month — a time to reflect, recognize, and reaffirm our commitment

to fighting poverty and strengthening communities.

Thank You to our Sponsors|

PowerMarket

Presenting Sponsor

MarshMcLennan
Agency

Supporting Sponsor

Report to the Community Brunch Sponsors

Eﬁpr ess I I Employee Connections, Inc., NFP™

EMPLOYMENT PROFESSIONALS

WAUKEGAN

COMMUNITY BANK’

A branch of Lake Forest Bank & Trust Company, N.A.

RUST COMMUNITY BANK

16th Annual Why I Walk 5k Sponsors

_“% 22 Mutual of America N®RTH SHORE GAS SBﬁ% 5
/(//////ﬂl\\:\\\é’ Flnanmal Group- 12 Years chnel er

LiNOY (=) Retirement Services « Investments 1900-2025 jOl C ONZTess




SHERMAN AVENUE COMMUNITY
RESOURCE CENTER

CAREER DEVELOPMENT
CAP Special Events & Catering

Career Pathways in Culinary Arts & Hospitality
Workforce Development in Culinary Arts

Prep Kitchen with Warmers and Refrigeration
Classrooms

Event Spaces

CAP Culinary Arts programs offers work
experience and apprenticeship opportunities
to students who are in culinary workforce

training programs.

We collaborate with Employee Connections
workforce development program to mentor
participants in ready-for-work and good

employee expectations.

As part of the work experience, students will
receive paid event, catering and food

preparation internships.




Thelna 10 .f : ;';/)
' J@hﬁWDaws .
MemonalGolE@utl@

SUNDAY JULY 20

AT FOSS PARK GOLF COURSE

3124 Argonne Dr, North Chicago, IL 60064

$100 PER PLAYER - TICKETS AVAILABLE ON EVENTBRITE!
Registration starts at 12 PM - Best Ball / Shot Gun Start at 1 PM - Includes: Golf & Golf Cart,

Four Hours of Golf, Games & Competitions, Reception, Raffle, & Auction

BE A SPONSOR'

LEVEL INVESTMENT BENEFITS
Name on event title. main banner placement,
Title Sponser 2500 recognition on all promotional materials, ;
website & social media mentions. two free foursomes. , ~
Sold Sponsor 2000 Large l'ill on event banner, recognition in social media ’( '
promotions, one free foursome. o
Silver Sponsor 1000 Medium logo on event signage, name listed on website. //
Logo placement at one designated hole, recognition 'S
Hole Sponsor 500 in event program. ] & ¥ LA,
SONCA B A ,
Friend of the Event 250 Name listed in the event program & social media lcution.\.‘~ "\ A {3 ' f

PHONE: 847-282-0374, EMAIL.: info@lakecountyhonorflight.org. WEB: lakecountyhonorflight.org
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Employee Connections, Inc., NFP™

2nd Annual
Futovve Lrncrialive f/f’(m{’ v
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Saturday, September 13, 2025

Encore Events - Willow Grand Ballroom
4555 W. Yorkhouse Rd Wadsworth, IL 60083

Regular Pricing Begins May 1 through August 30, 2025+« * » - -
Per Ticket $150/Per Table $1,100




CORPORATE VOLUNTERING
A WIN-WIN

Corporate partnerships have increased Community Action of Lake County’s capacity to serve
low-resourced individuals on their path to self-sufficiency. These partnerships may be in-kind,

monetary donations to specific programs, events sponsorships, grants and/or volunteer days.
y % prog p Ps, & y

Regardless of the #pe of contribution, each can be measured in real va/ue to the organization. We

can measure the value to the bottom line and for the lives of the families.
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Community Voices

Dear Liheap,

0. Twant to express my deepest gratitude to the incredible woman who assisted me

& over the phone recently. Although I can’t recall remember her name , her
kindness, patience, and clarity brought so much peace during an incredibly difficult
time.
Thank you for helping me get my lights turned back on. I'm truly grateful for the
payment assistance...it made a world of difference! I thank God for people like her;
and for organizations like yours that stand in the gap when life gets overwhelming.
May she be blessed tenfold for her compassion and may your entire team and company

continue to receive favor for the important work you do. I am exponentially grateful.

With heartfelt appreciation,”

N. B.

é “I receive text messages from many families, asking if the

Pantry is available, since there are many families that hear about

the pantry from word of mouth. There are families that come on

their bikes to pick up food from the pantry.

1t is definitely needed in the community, and appreciated by many. Our Seniors are

grateful, since we help load the items in their cars. I enjoy helping the community, in any

b

way that I can.’

Volunteer- B. D.




CAP SPECIAL EVENTS & CATERING

C AP@ CAP Special Events & Catering is a social enterprise of
CATERING Community Action Partnership of Lake County. Social

y Enterprises provide valuable training opportunities and jobs for
¢ those who have been excluded from traditional labor markets.
Additionally, profits generated through social enterprises help reduce the agency’s

dependence on government funding.

CAP CATERING SERVICES

Our professional and devoted staff are experts at organizing and execution any and

all types of events. CAP Catering Serves provides delicious food and courteous

NOW HIRING Full & Part-time

Positions

Lead Cook—needs to be well versed in food safety and proper handling procedures; directs activities
of Cooks, Assistant Cooks, and Kitchen Aids/Dishwashers
Assists with preparing ingredients following recipes and guidelines.

Kitchen Aid—Assists with preparing ingredients, following recipes and guidelines;
prepares workstation with required ingredients and equipment, and keeps station sanitary and
organized throughout shift.

Food and Supply Driver—Responsible for assisting in receiving, organizing and delivering all food
and other supplies; maintains proper documentation and keeps the delivery vehicle area clean and
sanitary.
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NEW PARTNERSHIP ATEF%

(,AIH{I\( VENUES AND CULINARY ARTS

‘

bring the perfect blend of hospitality and
great cuisines to fit your occasion.

To schedule a tour and explore menu
options, call CAP Catering Services at
847/249-4330 x4007 or visit https://
WWwWw.capcateringservices.com/contact-us.

Encore Events in Wadsworth, your place for events with 30 to 350 Guests!




Your future is limitless.
Let Marsh McLennan Agency
take you there.

Proud sponsor of Community Action Month.

Providing risk management solutions and cost-saving strategies
to organizations seeking limitless possibilities.

Jon Trapp | Principal | 773.230.5129 | Jon.Trapp@MarshMMA.com
MarshMMAMidwest.com

MarshMcLennan Your future is limitless.~

Agency d/b/a in California as Marsh & McLennan Insurance Agency LLC; CA Insurance Lic: 0H18131.
Copyright © 2025 Marsh & McLennan Agency LLC. All rights reserved. MarshMMA.com




