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OUR HISTORY 
Community Action Partnership of  Lake County is one of  1,000 agencies across the United 
States established under the Economic Opportunity Act of  1964 to fight America’s War on 
Poverty. Community Action Partnership of  Lake County has addressed community needs 
through traditional safety-net services, innovative programing and strategic partnerships. 

 During our first fifty-seven years, traditional services included Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP), Head Start Early Childhood Development Program, Youth 
and Family Emergency Assistance with a food pantry, Kids Club summer camp, Adventure 
Kids Childcare, Home Weatherization, Retired and Senior Volunteer Program and Affordable 
Housing programs for low-income residents and Veterans.  

During the nineties, Community Action Partnership of  Lake County purchased 116 single 
and multi-family housing units to rent as affordable housing. Many single-family homes 
bought by the agency were eventually sold to low-income individuals and families as they 
became self-sufficient and, more importantly, were ready to build assets for the future.  

In 2005, Community Action Partnership of  Lake County established and operated its first 
social enterprise, CAP Catering Services. CAP Catering Banquets & Dining on Genesee 
opened a second location in downtown Waukegan.  

Community Action Partnership of  Lake County social enterprises grew to three businesses 
that generated revenue to help fulfill our mission.  

In 2013, Community Action Partnership of  Lake County established Community Action 
Foundation of  Northern Illinois to fundraise and secure private grant funding to ensure 
financial growth for the agency. Later that year, the Agency opened  Changing Lives Upscale 
Resale Shop in Zion and as an-online business with Pop-Up live sales events throughout the 
County.  

In August 2022, the Agency converted a Head Start center in North Chicago, IL into a 
community resource center. The new Sherman Avenue Community Resource Center houses 
our Culinary Arts Workforce programs and CAP Special Events & Catering social enterprise. 

As new challenges arise in our communities, Community Action Partnership of  Lake County 
responds. The Agency is downsizing its townhouses footprint at Hervey Village, North 
Chicago, IL. We have also replaced Retired and Senior Volunteer Program with a more robust 
volunteer program.  



 

 

MESSAGE FROM MARY LOCKHART WHITE 
 

This year marks the 61st anniversary of President Lyndon Johnson’s State of the Union address 
where he declared “unconditional war on poverty in America.  This declaration was bold.  
Never before has a president declared war on a social ill.  He intended not only to relieve the 
symptom of poverty but to cure and prevent it.  Many social programs came from the War on 
Poverty- Head Start, Job Corps, VISTA and Community Action.  Community Action Agencies address the 
root causes of poverty and equip low-income citizens with tools and opportunities to become self-sufficient. 

In his state of the union speech, Johnson said, “Very often a lack of jobs and money is not the cause of poverty, 
but the symptom.  The cause may lie deeper in our failure to give our fellow citizens a fair chance to develop 
their own capacities, in a lack of education and training, in a lack of medical care and housing, in a lack of 
decent communities in which to live and bring up their children.” 

The War has not been won, and the battles are getting tougher every day.  Community Action Agencies have 
been on the front lines of the war on poverty, helping people and changing lives.  Without these present 
efforts, more people would certainly be in poverty. 

In Illinois, one in six people live at or below the poverty line.   Too many of our citizens are living dangerously 
close to poverty.  This could be your neighbor, your grandparent or your child’s classmate.   

Many Americans are paycheck or major illness away from poverty.  The disparity between the wealthiest and 
the poorest Americans is greater than it was in the 1960’s and without intervention the gap will only get 
bigger. 

So what do we do 61 years later? How do we address the paradox of poverty in the midst of plenty?  First, we 
start talking about Poverty.  We acknowledge its existence so that we can address it effectively.  

Second, it is time for bold action from policy makers, such as Johnson’s action 61 years ago. 

It is not acceptable to retreat from the frontlines of this effort, nor is it acceptable to balance our budgets on 
the backs of poor people.  We need a brazened surge to relaunch the war on poverty.  We need legislative 
initiatives that will raise the minimum wage to a livable wage, make the income tax truly progressive, make 
the full employment act more than an illusory promise, and provide universal single-payer health care and free 
quality education through advanced degrees among other things. 

Only then can we truly provide the poor and the working poor with the tools they need to climb into the 
middle class.  We should, however, heed Johnson’s warning that, “It will not be a short or easy struggle, no 
single weapon or strategy will suffice, but we shall not rest until that war is won.  The richest nation on Earth 
can afford to win it. We can’t afford to lose it.” 

Community Action Partnership of Lake County remains here to tell the story for those that can’t speak for 
themselves; we are here to fulfill the promise of Community Action. 

Community Action changes people’s lives, embodies the spirit of hope, improves communities and makes 
America a better place to live.  We care about the entire community, and we are dedicated to helping people 
help themselves and each other. 

Helping People, Changing Lives, Help the needy end poverty!  COMMUNITY ACTION! 
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CLIENT ASSISTANCE BY DISTRICT* 
*CLIENT ASSISTANCE BY IL GENERAL ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 
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Every May, Community Action Agencies across the nation come together to celebrate 
Community Action Month — a time to reflect, recognize, and reaffirm our commitment 

to fighting poverty and strengthening communities. 

Presenting Sponsor 

Supporting Sponsor 

Report to the Community Brunch Sponsors 

16th Annual Why I Walk 5k Sponsors 



 

 

SHERMAN AVENUE COMMUNITY 

RESOURCE CENTER 

Career Development Programs are Funded in part by: 

CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
CAP Special Events & Catering 

Career Pathways in Culinary Arts & Hospitality 

Workforce Development in Culinary Arts 

Prep Kitchen with Warmers and Refrigeration 

Classrooms 

Event Spaces 

CAP Culinary Arts programs offers work 
experience and apprenticeship opportunities 
to students who are in culinary workforce 
training programs.  

We collaborate with Employee Connections 
workforce development program to mentor 
participants in ready-for-work and good 
employee expectations.  

As part of  the work experience, students will 
receive paid event, catering and food 
preparation internships.   
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Corporate partnerships have increased Community Action of  Lake County’s capacity to serve 
low-resourced individuals on their path to self-sufficiency. These partnerships may be in-kind, 
monetary donations to specific programs, events sponsorships, grants and/or volunteer days. 

Regardless of  the type of  contribution, each can be measured in real value to the organization. We 
can measure the value to the bottom line and for the lives of  the families. 

CORPORATE VOLUNTERING  
A WIN-WIN 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Voices 
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CAP SPECIAL EVENTS & CATERING 

CAP Special Events & Catering is a social enterprise of  
Community Action Partnership of  Lake County. Social 
Enterprises provide valuable training opportunities and jobs for 
those who have been excluded from traditional labor markets. 

Additionally, profits generated through social enterprises help reduce the agency’s 
dependence on government funding. 

CAP CATERING SERVICES 

Our professional and devoted staff  are experts at organizing and execution any and 
all types of  events. CAP Catering Serves provides delicious food and courteous 
service at affordable prices. 

NOW HIRING Full & Part-time 

Positions 
Lead Cook—needs to be well versed in food safety and proper handling procedures; directs activities 
of Cooks, Assistant Cooks, and Kitchen Aids/Dishwashers 
Assists with preparing ingredients following recipes and guidelines. 
 
Kitchen Aid—Assists with preparing ingredients, following recipes and guidelines; 
prepares workstation with required ingredients and equipment, and keeps station sanitary and 
organized throughout shift. 
 
Food and Supply Driver—Responsible for assisting in receiving, organizing and delivering all food 
and other supplies; maintains proper documentation and keeps the delivery vehicle area clean and 
sanitary. 
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